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Dr. Scott Niekum (https://www.cs.utexas.edu/people/faculty-researchers/scott-niekum),
Texas Computer Science professor and director of the Personal Autonomous
Robotics Lab (PeARL) (http://www.cs.utexas.edu/~sniekum/), has received a Young
Investigator Award (https://www.wpafb.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/1987678/air-force-
awards-grants-to-40-scientists-and-engineers-through-young-investigat/) from the Air Force
O ce of Scienti c Research (https://www.wpafb.af.mil/afrl/afosr/). This award is
granted to select scientists and engineers at United States research institutions
who received their PhDs or equivalent in the last seven years and show
exceptional ability and promise for conducting creative research. The mission of
this award is to foster creative basic research in science and engineering,
enhance early career development of outstanding young investigators, and
increase opportunities for the young investigators.
Dr. Niekum is one of 40 awardees, out of over 220 received proposals in a wide
range of research areas. Dr. Niekum will receive a three year grant totaling
$450,000, which will fund his work on robot learning from demonstration with
auxiliary contextual data. Congratulations Dr. Scott Niekum!
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